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1,0 This communication is responsive to 9 ^ menmr y ^.nrfmenf efare? 4W*»» f*P" M>- 251 

2. K The allowed ciaim(s) is/ere ?7, 2fl r 37-33, 4g r and 46 

3. B The drawings filed on , 



Mac 7 f 3000 are accepted by the Exb miner. 



3. |XI The drawings thou u> • 

4. □ Acknowledgement le made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C S 1 Wahid). 
a)DAii b)D Some* e)D None of the: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents havB been received . 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. • 

3 ' □ copies of the certified copies of the priority ^^{TSST * *" 
J- H w *PJJ HcM j on from the International Bureau IPCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). - ■ ( 

•Certified copies not received; • : \~ _ 

, □ AoKnowW.m.n, is md. of . Mm for <■»"-«= )M> »~ 3S u.s.c. S ,191.1 to . pm*** ***** 

la) □ Tlw tr.nsl.tior, of *■ (orator. Mww provisions! application Mi been reeved. 

6 □ Acknowleoflornarrl II made of . ctalm for dofwrtc priority und.r 36 U.8.C 111 20 .nd/or 121 . 
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1) □ hereto or 2) D to Paper No. _ • 

, W □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed _ • which has been 

aooroved by the examiner. 

,c>D inc.ud.nQ changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or ,n the Off.ce action of 

Paper No. . _ drawin 3 B m *• tPP margin Inot the back* of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1. Claims 21-25, 27, 29, 31-33, 45, and 46 are under consideration in this Office Action. 

2 An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 

to examtae* amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Shirley A. Recipon on April 29, 2003. 

3 The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 21, line 4, delete the phrase "a naturally occurring , and replace with an . 

In claim 29, line 4, delete the phrase "naturally occurring". 
In claim 3 1 , line .7, delete the phrase "or fragments thereof. 
In claim 33, line 3, delete the phrase "or fragment thereof. 
In claim 33, lines 5-6, delete the phrase "or fragment thereof,". 
In claim 45, line 4, delete the word -exposing" and replace with the word "contacting". 
In claim 45, line 4, delete the word "to" and replace with the word "with". 
In claim 46, line 1 delete the word "assessing" and replace with the phrase "screening for 
potential". 

In claim 46, line 7, delete the phrase "or fragment thereof . 

In claim 46, line 1 1, delete the phrase "is indicative of and replace with the phrase 
"indicates potential". 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 21-25, 27, 29, 31-33, 45, and 46 are allowed. 
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< The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

having Please activity comprising an amino acid sequence at least 90% identity 

* me amino acid sequence SEQ ID NO:l, amino acid sequence £BQ. © NO.l, or a 

5 26 wSaiSJSS ^^86) claims 45 and 46, directed*, the process of making or using the 
rl^We propel Piously withdrawn from consideration as a result of a resmction 
ESSS^^ Claim45and46he rc b y re J oinedandfully 

examined for patentability under 37 CFR 1.104. 

6 Anv comments considered necessary by applicant must besubimttednolatertb^ the 

t£ *«ue fee and. to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
^T^ S^^y ^ConSien. on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

7 Anymquiryconcmi^ 

i \* wh-rPrted to Christian L. Fronda whose telephone number is (703)305-1252. H attempts 
t^iSS^^^ unsuccessful examiner's supervisor, Ponnatnapura 
to reach the examiner oy reicp " . f . number for this Group is 

SfimSSi o f aS2^«^S« status M*** 

2S521d! Sup 1600 receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0196. 
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Product claim 29 and Method Oatas 31-33 

sequence of SEQ ID NO:2, 
c> a polynucleotide sequence complementary to a), 

d) a polynucleotide sequence complementary to b), and 

e) anRNA equivalent of a)-d). 

31 An*thodforde*ctin g a^ 
having^- of apol^^ 

a) hybridizing the sample with a P^^ 1 ^^'^ " ^leotide in the sample, and 
comprising a sequence complementary w ^ editions 
which probe specifically hybridizes V^S^SSS^ sai d target 
whereby a hybridization complex is formed between saxdprooe an 

polynucleotide, and hybridization complex, and, optionally, if 

b) detecting the presence or absence ot ma nynnaiz«u*m 
present, the amount thereof. 

32. A^f^n.^^^^^^^^^^ 

optionally, if present, the amount thereof. 
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